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education, culture and society. Military censorship
laws were applied to the syllabi in the schools, to the
press, journals and books. In various ways, newspa­
pers and journals were confiscated and their offices
were dosed. This was in addition to the take-over of
the Palestinian heritage and the restriction of the
activity of cultural, charitable and social societies."20

The June 1967 Aggression
in the Mirror of Palestinian Culture

The June War exposed the backwardness of the weak
Arab regimes and caused the Arab man-in-the-street
to re-examine his aspirations and his philosophy and
to demand prioritization. Intellectuals, writers and
poets began to produce poems and plays as sym­
bolic literature depicting the depth of the trials and
agony burning in the heart of every Palestinian who
had been uprooted from his land. The sense of the
pain and the loss feature in the poem of the Palestin­
ian poet, Khalil Tuma, in Songs of the Last Nights,
and this is what he writes:

Letters are born, grow, expand and climb
On your arms like an ivy plant
But your eyes are too dull to see
That faces which lengthen in the morning mist
When the dewdrops are absorbed
Into a sad orange
Are wandering like an ascending path
From the depths of slaughter to the banks of the sun
Jerusalem has become imprisoned
Like a body into which all prayers sink ­
What else?
On a blazing day
The flock of swallows was on the other bank
Singing about a body lying on the sidewalks,
Holding out a trembling hand to people passing
But not receiving alms
He stared into the hearts of the young ones,
Stared at their arms, their legs,
And through the flowing tears
Into his vision rise the pillars of fire.
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Conclusion

Following the 1967 aggression, the whole of Pales­
tine fell under occupation. The Palestinian people is
still suffering from occupation and aggression. Since
1967, the Palestinian people has not lived a decent
life and has not been able to move around its home­
land freely and safely. Since 1967, Israel has worked
on enforcing a new reality on the ground and on the
people through a policy of occupation based on op­
pression and deprivation of Palestinians of their home­
land. The Palestinian refugees are still outside their
homeland while Israel continues its settlement activi­
ties and confiscation of lands.

But the day will come when the Palestinian will live in
freedom and will realize his honor on his land and his
homeland. And the occupation - it will eventually
come to an end, because there is no end to the aspi­
rations of the Palestinians to a life of peace and se­
curity like those of the other nations of the world,
and a glorious future will yet have to come to them
and their children will live as the other children of the
world enjoying freedom and security.

Glossary

1. 1967 Aggression: The Six-Day War is called "The
Aggression" because Israel in six days attacked
Arab countries and Palestine, defeated the armies
of the Arabs and conquered the Arab lands (Egypt,
Jordan, Syria, Palestine).

2. Jamal Abdel-Nasser: Born in Alexandria, where he
studied and joined the military academy in 1937
and took part in the 1948 war. He began to plan
for the implementation of the Egyptian Revolution
and organized a group of free officers which un­
dertook the revolution in 1952. He became Presi­
dent of the Republic following a referendum held
in Egypt in 1956. He had an important role in the
Arab liberation movements. He nationalized the
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Suez Canal, organized the Conference of Non­
Aligned Countries. He died in 1970.

3. Aggression: An initial effort on the part of a coun­
try to use military force in order to attack the lands
of another country, to invade them and to take
control of them by force of arms.

4. Jerusalem: an Arab city with an ancient history
going back 5,000 years. Its oldest name was
Urshalem. This is a Canaanite name, with the origi­
nal meaning of the God Shalem, the God of Peace.
The Arab Jebusites called it Jebus. It was con­
quered by Israel in the 1967 war.

5. Displaced persons: a term for the Palestinians who
were forced to flee from the Palestinian land fol­
lowing the Israeli aggression on the West Bank and
who crossed the Jordan River to the East Bank
(Jordan).

6. Resolution 242: the resolution which the Security
Council issued. It calls for a cease fire, a with­
drawal of Israeli forces from the territories occu­
pied in 1967 and the guarantee of the peace of
the countries of the region, while ensuring free­
dom of shipping in international waterways and
resolution of the refugee problem. The resolution
was considered a cornerstone for the concept of
"land for peace".
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