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The Position of the Arab World
after the War

The Arab world after the war spoke with one voice
and in one direction. At the Khartoum Conference,
which was convened by Arab states (September
1967), they united around the "Three Noes":

No to negotiations with Israel

No to recognition of Israel

No to peace with Israel

The Position of the Palestinians
after the War

In 1964, the National Council of the PLO (the Pales­
tine Liberation Organization) wrote the Palestinian
Covenant. It was redrafted in 1968 and contained,
amongst others, the following sections:

"The Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Pales­
tine are deemed null and void. Judaism, being a reli­
gion, is not an independent nationality. Nor do Jews
constitute a single nation." (Article 20)

"The Palestinian Arab people possesses the legal right
to its homeland and has the right to determine its
destiny after achieving the liberation of its country.
(Article 3)

"The Arab Palestinian people, expressing themselves
by the armed Palestinian revolution, reject all solu­
tions which are substitutes for the total liberation of
Palestine. (Article 21 )

"Armed struggle is the only way to liberate Palestine.
Thus it is the overall strategy, not merely a tactical
phase." (Article 9) (Harkaby, Y. "The Palestinian Cov­
enant and its Meaning", 1974).

Articles 3 and 4 of the Covenant state the following:

"The PLO will fight against any plan for a Palestinian
entity the price of which is recognition, acceptance
and (determination) of secure borders (for Israel)
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rule, it can be said that the achievements of the
Israeli aggression had exceeded all expectations,
the most important of which are:

1. Destruction of the military force of Egypt, Jordan
and Syria. This resulted in a significant upheaval in
the balance of military power in favor of Israel. The
defeat caused a deep crisis in the Arab world which
rapidly turned into internecine warring such as hap­
pened in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

2. Following the '67 war, the Israelis took control over
large areas of Arab lands, exceeding in size the
area which Israel acquired following the 1948 war.
This was expressed in the occupation of the West
Bank, including Arab Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip and
the Golan Heights.

3. Israel forcibly opened the Straits of Tiran to ship­
ping and took control over Sharm Esh-Sheikh in
such a way that accorded it protection for the
movement of shipping to the port of Eilat.

4. Israel occupied the sources of oil in Sinai in such a
way that it managed to meet the needs of the
local market.

5. Israel reached impregnable, natural lines of defense
- the Suez Canal, the Jordan River, the Golan
Heights and the Mount Hermon. It created for itself
a wide area for maneuver.

6. Israel took a large hostage (Arab land and inhabit­
ants) for use in negotiations with the aim of forc­
ing Arab countries to reach peace with it.' 2

7. The results of the war lead the independent Pales­
tinian entity to occupy the front row seats. The
Palestinians took hold anew of their cause. They
managed to constitute a challenge at the political
and moral levels and at that of the struggle. The
Palestine Liberation Organization succeeded again
in taking up the reins of the resistance. 13

8. The results of the war helped Israel out of the pre­
war crisis of economic recession and unemploy­
ment and gave new motivation to immigration to
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and the denial of the rights of our people to return
and to self-determination on our national land. "(Ar­
ticle 3).

Any liberation step that is undertaken is a link in the
continued realization of the strategy of the PLO to
establish the democratic Palestinian state" (Article
4). (Bekhor, G. "PLO Lexicon", 1991).

According to the stages plan, the Palestinians should
reach the goal: a Palestinian state o~ the whole of
the Land of Israel through progress in stages, ac­
cording to whatever can be taken at any given mo­
ment, until the goal is reached.

There was a feeling in Israel that there was no one to
talk with on the Arab side and this encouraged the
extremist trends which aspired to retain the achieve­
ments of the conquest.

Violent Acts
after the War

Immediately upon conclusion of the Six-Day War, a
war of a special sort, called the War of Attrition,
started. In this war, the soldiers of the Israel Defense
Forces along the Suez Canal were attacked by the
Egyptian army, while the terrorist organizations of
the PLO attacked from the area of Jordan and shelled
civilian settlements in the Beit Shean Valley and the
Jordan Valley.

Following "Black September" - the expulsion of the
terrorist organizations from Jordan in September
1970 - the war on this front ended.

At the same time, the PLO organizations conducted,
in the spirit of the Palestinian Covenant, a harsh ter­
rorist war against Israel. Israeli aircraft were sky­
jacked and passengers murdered. Israeli citizens
were murdered in Israel and elsewhere in the world
and Jewish institutions and their employees were
assaulted. Prominent examples of terrorist actions
are: the murder of thirteen school pupils and teach­
ers who were driving to school from Moshav Avivim
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Israel. In this connection, a witty and cynical joke
had been common in the press and cultural salons:
"The last person to leave the airport is asked to
turn off the lights and to leave the key under the
doormat." 14

9. More than quarter of a million Palestinians were
expelled and forced to immigrate to Egypt, Jor­
dan, Syria and Lebanon.

1O. The war enabled Israel to confiscate Palestinian
lands and to build settlements on them, while im­
prisoning and besieging all those who had remained
in Palestine.

11 . Since its inception, Israel has taken control over
all the Palestinian property while at the same time
gradually destroying more than 347 Palestinian vil­
lages and towns, wiping them off the face of the
earth, and establishing in their place Israeli settle­
ments. It took control of 20.5 million dunams of
the area of Palestine, the size of which is
26,305,000 dunams. 15

12. After the war, thousands of Palestinians were
forced to leave their lands in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip and to move to Jordan, Syria and Leba­
non. In addition, 150,000 Syrian citizens were
expelled from Kuneitra and the Golan Heights to
Damascus.

13. On the Arab level - the leaders of Arab coun-
tries held a summit conference in Khartoum two
months after the war. The conference concluded
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with a resolution that came to be known as "The
No's of Khartoum": No peace with Israel, no rec­
ognition of Israel, and no negotiations with Israel. 16

Leaders are asleep

14. On the international plain - On November 22,
1967, the Security Council published its famous
resolution 242, in the following words:

a. Withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Territories
occupied in the recent conflict.

b. The right of every state in the region to live in
peace within secure and recognized boundaries.

c. It is essential to find a just solution to the refugee
problem.

We note that the text of the resolution is intention­
ally hazy. Interpretation of the resolution resulted in
many differences of opinion. In the French version, it
says "withdrawal from the territories". Arab govern­
ments (Egypt, Jordan and Syria) used that to justify
their acceptance of it. On the other hand, in the
English text, the word "the" is omitted and it says:
"withdrawal from territories", viz: some of the occu­
pied territories but not all of them. This version en­
couraged the Israelis to accept it.

The core issue in this resolution is not the "the" but
recognition in effect of Israel's right to exist as all
the other countries of the region. The Palestinian
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Conclusion

The Six-Day War constitutes a sort of watershed in
the history of the State of Israel and its neighbors
and in the history of the Palestinian people.

in the north (May 1970), the murder of eleven
sportsmen at the Munich Olympics (September
1972), the murder of twenty-one pupils and teach­
ers at a school in the township of Maalot (May 1974)
and the skyjacking of an aircraft to Entebbe in
Uganda (July 1976).
Israeli Policy
in the Occupied Territories

Israel maintained an occupation regime in Judea,
Samaria and Gaza, initially through a military govern­
ment and later with a civilian administration. At first,
the occupation was accepted by the Palestinian peo­
ple as bringing a blessing; for the first time, universi­
ties were established, tens of thousands of Palestin­
ians found work inside Israel, the economy developed,
the standard of living rose and an emotional encoun­
ter took place with the Arabs of Israel.

In June 1967, East Jerusalem was annexed to the
State of Israel. Settlement also started in the Jordan
Valley, the Golan Heights and around Jerusalem. This
was part of a security perception for the creation of
"defensible borders" to which the general public in
Israel was a party.

The national religious Gush Emunim Movement initi­
ated a process of settlement throughout Judea,
Samaria and the Gaza Region according to the Greater
Israel concept, and many citizens joined it with the
intention of purchasing a cheap home in the center
of the country "five minutes from Kfar Sava". The
settlement process became a central factor in the
animated public debate that took place in Israel around
the subject of establishment of a Palestinian state
and this debate has grown and become more intense
with the years.
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Additional Sources

Monthly Review Album Maariv Israel 50

The Achievements of the Israeli
Aggression on the Arab Lands in 7967.

* For the first time since its establishment, Israel
achieved defensive depth: the Sinai Desert in the
south would be used as a barrier against any pos­
sible Egyptian attack.

* Israel occupied the whole of the West Bank and
succeeded in positioning a defensive line along the
Jordan River. In the new reality, Israel had dis­
tanced itself from the danger of a direct attack
from the east on the center of the country and
Jerusalem.

* With the conquest of the entire Golan Heights, the
Israeli armor concentrated in the area became a
threat against Damascus and the surrounding area.

* On the level of morale, the defeat of the Arab ar­
mies created a feeling of strength among the Is­
raeli forces and command. They became arrogant
and haughty, while bragging that they had defeated
all the Arab armies in an unprecedented short pe­
riod of time. They forgot that the defeat of the
Arab armies did not stem from the invincibility of
the Israeli army, as they wished to depict it, but
was because of the disunity of the Arabs and their
inability to unite and combine forces and resources
correctly.18

Israeli Policy in the Occupied Territories
A fter the Aggression
The policy of Israel in the Occupied Territories was
based on two underlying principles: Judaization of the
land and disappearance of the people. This was part
of the oppressive, racist policy that was applied to a
million and a half Palestinians and a policy of land

people, however, is not recognized in the resolution
as a people with political rights. The resolution re­
fers to the Palestinian matter as a problem of refu­
gees only. Acceptance of the resolution meant with­
drawing from the No's of Khartoum. 17
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in instalments.
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The Day War Breaks Out
Eshkol, Give the Order!

Pinkas Sherut
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Sources for Class Work:

Kelim Sheluvim - Alon, Y.
Hakol - Ben Ami, A. (ed.)
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in the History of the State -Braverman, N. (ed.)
The Palestinian Covenant
and its Meaning
The Struggle
for Israel's Security
Six Days Thirty Years
The Triumph
of Embarrassment
Siach Lochamim
Second Decade

Even if the causes of this war have not been fully
clarified, its dramatic results are clear.

Israel gained a great victory, which it had not intended,
in this war and conquered territories that had not
been included in its borders in 1948.

These territories had belonged to Arab countries but
their population was mostly Palestinian.

At this time, Israel, Arab countries and the Palestin­
ians have to engage in joint, creative thinking and
mutual concessions, to reach a secure, shared exist­
ence in the Middle East.
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May - July 7967
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confiscation and Judaization using various methods,
the most prominent of which were:

1. Taking over state-owned lands and properties.

2. Taking over lands and properties of absentees.

3. Confiscation of lands and prohibiting the use thereof
under the pretext of security.

4. Forcing farmers to exchange their lands for lands
located elsewhere.

S. Purchase of lands from their owners by means of
deceit and temptation.

By these methods, Israel succeeded in taking control
over extensive areas of Arab lands in Jerusalem,
Hebron and in the Jordan Valley, Rafiah and on the
Golan. Thousands of dunams were confiscated and
whole villages were destroyed, for example: Yalo,
Emmaus and Beit Nuba. Whole neighborhoods were
wiped out, such as the Mugrabim Quarter in Jerusa­
lem, and Jewish neighborhoods were built in their
place. In applying the policy of Judaization, particu­
larly in East Jerusalem, Israel proclaimed its final an­
nexation to West Jerusalem and declared the city to
be the united and eternal capital of Israel.

At the same time, Israel planted many scattered set­
tlements on the Palestinian lands it had conquered
and controlled to create facts on the ground and to
block any international attempt to enforce a with­
drawal and establishment of a Palestinian state. A
few weeks after the occupation and the aggression,
Israel applied a settlement policy in accordance with
the plan of the minister from the Labor Party, Yigal
Allon. His plan reflected the position of the Govern­
ment of Israel regarding a Jewish state, secure bor­
ders and the future of the Palestinian question. The
Allon Plan negates any recognition of a national ex­
istence for the Palestinian people, is not prepared to
recognize its rights and favors holding a very large
area of Arab lands conquered in 1967. In accordance
with the Plan, more than 28 Jewish settlements were
constructed on these lands by 1970.
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Impact of the Israeli Occupation Policy
on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip

From the day Israel occupied the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, it worked to combine the economies in
these areas with that of Israel, to attract the work
force to the Israeli economy and not allow a develop­
ment policy which would result in the absorption of
the Palestinian work force in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip or the construction of an independent economy,
distinct from the Israeli economy. To achieve this
goal, Israel adopted a number of steps, the most
prominent of which were the closure of Arab banks
which were operating in the Occupied Territories, the
imposition of heavy taxes on products and real es­
tate, the placing of obstacles in the way of the de­
velopment of a local industry and the granting of
concessions to businesses associated with the Israeli
economy, so that the Occupied Territories would re­
main totally dependent on the Israeli economy and
would constitute a consumer market for its products.
In accordance with the above, the industrial sector
did not develop in the West Bank but remained on
the same scale as it had been in 1967. In the realm
of agriculture, the land areas for farming were re­
duced and many farmers abandoned their lands and
went to work for Israeli farms and factories. The temp­
tations of a high salary worked here as the Palestin­
ians attempted to cope with the difficult living condi­
tions the occupation enforced upon land and people.

On the other hand, Israeli legislation prevented the
marketing of Arab agricultural produce within Israel
at a time when agricultural produce from the Occu­
pied Lands faced strong and unbalanced competition
with Israeli produce which profited from a govern­
ment subsidy. This resulted in Palestinian agricul­
tural produce being referred for export to the East
Bank and it remained subject to the policies of Israel
and the Government of Jordan. 19

"Israel's steps after the aggression were not only
confined to this realm. They touched on the fields of
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education, culture and society. Military censorship
laws were applied to the syllabi in the schools, to the
press, journals and books. In various ways, newspa­
pers and journals were confiscated and their offices
were dosed. This was in addition to the take-over of
the Palestinian heritage and the restriction of the
activity of cultural, charitable and social societies."20

The June 1967 Aggression
in the Mirror of Palestinian Culture

The June War exposed the backwardness of the weak
Arab regimes and caused the Arab man-in-the-street
to re-examine his aspirations and his philosophy and
to demand prioritization. Intellectuals, writers and
poets began to produce poems and plays as sym­
bolic literature depicting the depth of the trials and
agony burning in the heart of every Palestinian who
had been uprooted from his land. The sense of the
pain and the loss feature in the poem of the Palestin­
ian poet, Khalil Tuma, in Songs of the Last Nights,
and this is what he writes:

Letters are born, grow, expand and climb
On your arms like an ivy plant
But your eyes are too dull to see
That faces which lengthen in the morning mist
When the dewdrops are absorbed
Into a sad orange
Are wandering like an ascending path
From the depths of slaughter to the banks of the sun
Jerusalem has become imprisoned
Like a body into which all prayers sink ­
What else?
On a blazing day
The flock of swallows was on the other bank
Singing about a body lying on the sidewalks,
Holding out a trembling hand to people passing
But not receiving alms
He stared into the hearts of the young ones,
Stared at their arms, their legs,
And through the flowing tears
Into his vision rise the pillars of fire.
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Conclusion

Following the 1967 aggression, the whole of Pales­
tine fell under occupation. The Palestinian people is
still suffering from occupation and aggression. Since
1967, the Palestinian people has not lived a decent
life and has not been able to move around its home­
land freely and safely. Since 1967, Israel has worked
on enforcing a new reality on the ground and on the
people through a policy of occupation based on op­
pression and deprivation of Palestinians of their home­
land. The Palestinian refugees are still outside their
homeland while Israel continues its settlement activi­
ties and confiscation of lands.

But the day will come when the Palestinian will live in
freedom and will realize his honor on his land and his
homeland. And the occupation - it will eventually
come to an end, because there is no end to the aspi­
rations of the Palestinians to a life of peace and se­
curity like those of the other nations of the world,
and a glorious future will yet have to come to them
and their children will live as the other children of the
world enjoying freedom and security.

Glossary

1. 1967 Aggression: The Six-Day War is called "The
Aggression" because Israel in six days attacked
Arab countries and Palestine, defeated the armies
of the Arabs and conquered the Arab lands (Egypt,
Jordan, Syria, Palestine).

2. Jamal Abdel-Nasser: Born in Alexandria, where he
studied and joined the military academy in 1937
and took part in the 1948 war. He began to plan
for the implementation of the Egyptian Revolution
and organized a group of free officers which un­
dertook the revolution in 1952. He became Presi­
dent of the Republic following a referendum held
in Egypt in 1956. He had an important role in the
Arab liberation movements. He nationalized the



ISRAELI NARRATIVE

LEARNING EACH OTHER'S HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 90

PALESTINIAN NARRATIVE

Suez Canal, organized the Conference of Non­
Aligned Countries. He died in 1970.

3. Aggression: An initial effort on the part of a coun­
try to use military force in order to attack the lands
of another country, to invade them and to take
control of them by force of arms.

4. Jerusalem: an Arab city with an ancient history
going back 5,000 years. Its oldest name was
Urshalem. This is a Canaanite name, with the origi­
nal meaning of the God Shalem, the God of Peace.
The Arab Jebusites called it Jebus. It was con­
quered by Israel in the 1967 war.

5. Displaced persons: a term for the Palestinians who
were forced to flee from the Palestinian land fol­
lowing the Israeli aggression on the West Bank and
who crossed the Jordan River to the East Bank
(Jordan).

6. Resolution 242: the resolution which the Security
Council issued. It calls for a cease fire, a with­
drawal of Israeli forces from the territories occu­
pied in 1967 and the guarantee of the peace of
the countries of the region, while ensuring free­
dom of shipping in international waterways and
resolution of the refugee problem. The resolution
was considered a cornerstone for the concept of
"land for peace".
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